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ABSTRACT 

The guide is one of a series developed in a pilot 
project to integrate career education concepts with traditional 
subject latter and topics in elementary grades K-7 and in special 
education. Developed by teachers in the Radford, Virginia, schools, 
the units sake use of resource persons froi outside the school, 
occupational inforaiation, interviewing and reporting techniques, 
parent and fanily involveaent, hands*on experiences, role playing, 
and field trips. All units are organized in a column format which 
provides an introductory motivating activity with related resources 
and materials. The lessons are based on content questions, which are 
explored by specific techniques and activities and supported by 
resource materials in all media. Not all data on materials are 
complete. For the first grade level, the units are: armed services, 
the community, the ocean, the family, the farm, a safari (wild 
animals and the zoo), the school, self^awareness, and a toy shop, 
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INTRODUCTION TO ELEMENTARY CAREER EDUCATIO;' .UN_ITS 

The Career Education Program of the Radforr City Schools 
is a pilot project of research and development for career edu- 
cation techniques and materials. It is funded through a g^-'ant 
from the Office of Education which extends until December 14, 
197^. 

The unit approach was utilized to implement career edu- 
cation concepts on tne elementary level. A total of 99 career 
education instructional units have been developed by the Radford 
teachers. These units were designed for use In grades K-7 and 
special education. 

The units were developed around specific topics (clothing, 
weather, etc.) and incorporated the following elements: 

1. Subject content relationships 

2. Occupational information 

3. Resource speakers 

4. Interviews and reports 

5. Parent and family involvement 

6. Hands-on and other sensory experiences 

7. Role playing and simulation activities 

8. Career related field trips 

The majority of the units contain more activities than 
would normally be included in a unit, therefore the teacher 
can select the most appropriate activities for her particular 
students. The length of time that should be spent on each 
unit is approximately four to sij weeks. 
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